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The Coronavirus in Lagos
Is Nigeria ready for an epidemic

e Lagos state ministry
health has recently confirnjed
the first case of COVIQ9 vi
rus in the state. An Italian
zen, who recently came into the country grom

Milan, was diagnosed with the virus after

tries including Japan, United States of A
United Kingdom and Iran.

This is the first case of the virus in-Sabara

Africa and the third in Africa since the outbfeak
in China last month. The Lagos state goyern-
ment through the Nigeria Centre for Disgase
Control (NCDC) has been strengthening segurity

measures to prevent an outbreak.

within and beyond Lagos. Although the ef
of the state government are reassuring, th

rising concerns surrounding the resourceg and |

capacity of health care facilities to manage the

virus, in the event of an outbreak.




Impact

Lagos state is the most populated city in Nigeria. The spread of the deadly virus within tt
could spill over to other states and possibly to other countriesSal&ran Africa. The same

effect the outbreak had on Chinads ecolno
stock market performance would decline drastically and companies will shut down leadin
fall in revenue, sales and profits.

More importantly, labor productivity which has been in the negative region in the last 4
would decline further if the virus spreads. The ripple effect of this is a reduction in outpt
firms and ultimately a decline in real GDP.

A lull in trading activities between Nigeria and its trading partners, especially China would
evitable as China accounts for approxi ma:
of mega projects that are funded from the Nigimnaa trade deal will be slowed.

Air travel Id also be adver:
Ir travel could also be adver Labour Productivity Growth (%)

affected as more internatic 1 07

flights will be delayed, cancelle ©°

diverted. With over 3.5 million 5 205 I . .

ternational passengers recorde I 07 08

2019,this could result to a mas

loss in revenue by airlines

travel agencies. In addition, | =°

sengers will be frustrated with uic

disruptions and possible loss of their income spent on tickets. Prior to the confirmation of
virus in the country, air travel oper at.

in February amid the hazy weather conditions and collapse of instrumental landing sy
(ILS), especially in Lagos state.

On the other hand, it will trigger pressure on existing health care facilities, as hospitals \
flooded with patients seeking medical at
coffers, as resources would be diverted to combat the spread of the epidemic. The sad r
that, this is coming at a time when oil receipts are already tragically low (trading between .
$52pb), hence the income for the government to solve the potential problem is constrained

'EIU, FDC Think Tank



LagosoO traisfic
there a respite in view?

e Federal Ministry of

Camp. The closure will last for two montl #&
(between first of March and 2nd of Me M

2020). This is to enable the maintenance 3

the bridge. However, it will compound tr
build up in traffic already caused by the okadlas Ni geri ads popul ati
and tricycle ban. road transportation by Nigerians continues to

_ row, particularly in cities. Lagos, the most
In certain zones and streets of Lagos, the gc%/- P y g

, opulous state in the country, with an estimat:
ernment placed a ban on the operation cﬁ‘ P Y

ed population of 22 million people and count-
commercial motorcycles and tricycles. This Pop Peop

ing, is the worst for traffic. A CNN report in
came into effect on February 1, 2020. The rea-
: : 19 indicated that I
son behind this was to reduce the rate 02f
est economy and one of the most congeste

deaths and insecurity in the state. The ban o

tles in the world. Approximately 40% of cars
motorcycles and tricycles reduced the suppl| PP y °

in_Nigeria arer istered in ] agos and.the gov
of transport vehlclesg? ?_gagos()]'gre3|§8n

er nment 0s failure
many Lagosians had to trek long distances.

Qortatlon issues of the state puts the conges
This resulted in an artificial spike in transpo

|on burden squarely on Lagos residehte
fares in some parts of Lagos state. Meanwhi

loss of productivity hours, longer commutes
people who had cars began using their vehlcles P y J

to work, reduced leisure time, added fuel ex
more frequently which increased the traffic

ﬁgnses and higher vehicle emissions all neg
congestion. The stress from more walking a

i ncreased traffic wéivlelé hmgaé:t bOth the phy5| a]I and menhal

health of L
thereby reducing productivity and output. o a903|ans

°CNN Travel. 2019. fdMent al health and product i wiestggosdi sast er s«
nigeria/index.html
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